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Extended Abstract

Introduction and Objectives: Various ideas and models have been proposed for apply-
ing the ijtihad method (rawish-i ijtihadi) to studies related to Islamic management. One
of the most significant of these models is “NAJMA,” which stands for “Comprehensive
Map of Islamic Management” (Nagshih-'i Jami‘-i Mudiriyyat-i Islam1). This map is the
result of efforts by a group of researchers and experts in Islamic management, developed
and presented within one of the subcommittees of the “Council for the Transformation
and Advancement of Humanities” (Shawra-yi Tahawwul wa Irtiqa-yi ‘Ulim-i Insani).
This council is one of the councils affiliated with the Supreme Council of the Cultural
Revolution (Shawra-yi ‘Ali-yi Inqilab-i Farhangt).

The importance of NAJMA stems from two factors:

1. Unlike many other ideas and plans presented by individual thinkers, NAJMA is the
product of collective work (the Fundamental Working Group of Islamic Management).
2. It was prepared and compiled under the support and high-level management of the
highest institution responsible for such affairs, namely the Supreme Council of the Cul-

tural Revolution.
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The primary goal of NAJMA is to provide a guide and comprehensive map for Islamic
management in three areas: education (amiizish), research (pizhtihish), and implementa-
tion (ijra). Among these three areas, the research domain was prioritized, and efforts were
made to design and present a comprehensive map for Islamic management in research.
The results of these studies have been published in six editions, with the latest edition
dating to 1398 H.sh. (2019-2020), which is also considered the final edition concerning
the “research domain of Islamic management.”

The purpose of this article is to provide a brief introduction to this perspective and then
examine this model with a critical approach.

Method: The present study is a documentary research (mutali‘at-i asnadi) written using
a descriptive-analytical method. The text under critique is the published work entitled
“Comprehensive Map of Islamic Management” (NAJMA). As its compilers have indi-
cated, this text is the result of purely theoretical discussions conducted collectively and
in groups.

Naturally, based on the methodological foundations of documentary research, critiquing
this text required first carefully studying it and extracting the important and fundamental
views presented therein. Therefore, considering the critical approach of the research and
the space limitations of the article, an effort was first made to provide a summary and se-
lective report of NAJMA, thereby describing what is presented in NAJMA and presenting
an image of the entirety of the book. Naturally, in this report and description, certain parts
of NAJMA that the author intended were given more attention. Subsequently, based on
scientific evidence and documentation, the views and opinions of NAJMA are analyzed
and critiqued.

Results: In a general and brief assessment, the results of the present study show that the
plan—or rather, the model—presented under the title of “Comprehensive Ijtihad Meth-
odology” in NAJMA faces ambiguities and questions that need to be addressed by its
proponents. Mentioning all these ambiguities and questions and providing detailed ex-
planations is beyond the scope of an article and requires an independent book. Therefore,
the present study attempts to briefly address some of these ambiguities and questions, the
most important of which are as follows:

1. The phrase “Methodology of Comprehensive Ijtihad” (rawishshinasi-yi ijtihad-i jami°)
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is not precise and correct. Instead, “Method of Comprehensive Ijtihad” (rawish-i ijtihad-i
jami‘) or similar expressions should be used.

2. With the definition that NAJMA provides for “Comprehensive Ijtihad,” all scientific
efforts in any scientific field—whether in the seminary (hawzah) or the university—can
(and indeed should) be called ijtihad. This not only contradicts the common practice in
scientific communities of the seminary and university but also contributes to scientific
confusion (ightishash-i ‘ilmr).

3. NAJMA introduces “experience” (tajribih) as one of the tools and methods of acquiring
knowledge in Comprehensive Ijtihad and believes that it is possible to achieve “definitive
achievements” (dastaward-i qat7) in the field of Islamic management through the em-
pirical method. Moreover, “probabilistic achievements” (dastawardha-yi zannT) obtained
from the empirical method (like its definitive achievements) also have religious and Is-
lamic value. The article explains that these two claims are flawed and debatable.

4. NAJMA also lists “intuition” (shuhtid) as another tool of knowledge in studies related
to Islamic management. Regarding this, it is argued:

* First, no jurist (faqth) or mujtahid has theoretically considered intuition as a tool for
acquiring knowledge in the path of ijtihad, nor is there a single case in practice where a
jurist has relied on intuition to prove their opinion or used the intuitive method.

* Second, the realm of conventional sciences, including management, is the realm of ac-
quired knowledge (‘ulim-i husiilT) and has no connection with presential knowledge and
intuition (‘ilm-i huddirt wa shuhtd).

* Third, the definition of intuition that NAJMA provides differs from its common defini-
tion in Islamic epistemological discussions and includes things like dreams and visions
(khwab wa ru’ya). However, it is not accepted in any science—Ilet alone in conventional
ijtihad of the seminaries—to prove or disprove something based on dreams and visions.
5. NAJMA has expanded the sources of ijtihad. In its classification, it places the Qur’an,
Sunnah (sunnat), and consensus (ijma‘) among “legislative sources” (manabi'-i tashriT)
and reason (‘aql) among “creational sources” (manabi'-i takwini). In addition to accepting
the four well-known sources of conventional ijtihad, NAJMA adds the following:

* Human beings and human phenomena (insan wa padidih’ha-yi insani), including the in-

dividual, family, group, organization, institution, governing system, society, and history.
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* Nature and natural phenomena (tabi‘at wa padidih’ha-yi tabi1)

* The supraphysical/metaphysical realm (ma wara-yi tabt at), including the angelic realm
(malakdit) of the heavens and the earth and the like.

The article explains that it is not clear what NAJMA means by this statement, and in any
case, any meaning considered for it is debatable.

6. Another issue raised in NAJMA’s proposed plan for conducting Islamic management
studies is the discussion of “collective ijtihad” (ijtihad-i jam'7). In this regard, it is argued
that based on Islamic epistemological foundations, collective ijtihad has numerous prob-
lems and is therefore unacceptable.

Keywords: Ijtihad Method (Rawish-I [jtihadi), Comprehensive Ijtihad (Ijtihad-I Jami),
Islamic Management (Mudiriyyat-I Islamt), NAJMA.
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