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Extended Abstract

Introduction and Objectives: Mass media, particularly national broadcasting organiza-
tions, play a decisive role in shaping cultural values, social norms, and ethical orienta-
tions in contemporary societies. Among various media contents, entertainment programs
occupy a prominent position due to their wide audience reach, emotional appeal, and
significant influence on lifestyle patterns and moral attitudes. In the context of the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran, the national media (IRIB) is not only a professional communication
institution but also a cultural and value-oriented entity tasked with preserving Islamic
principles and reinforcing religious and national identity. This dual responsibility creates
a complex and sometimes conflicting situation, especially in the field of entertainment
production.

On the one hand, the national media are expected to attract diverse audiences and com-
pete with transnational satellite channels and digital platforms that offer highly appealing
and fast-paced content. On the other hand, they are required to adhere to Islamic ethical

standards, cultural authenticity, and social responsibility. This tension has led to various
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ethical challenges, including superficial content, value inconsistency, stereotypical repre-
sentations, and reduced alignment with the moral expectations of society.

Rapid cultural transformations, the expansion of new media technologies, changing au-
dience preferences, economic constraints, and structural inefficiencies have intensified
these challenges. In many cases, entertainment content produced by the national media
has struggled to maintain a balance between attractiveness and ethical commitment, re-
sulting in declining audience trust and effectiveness.

The primary objective of this study is to identify and analyze the ethical challenges of
entertainment production in the national media and to propose ethical considerations and
practical strategies for overcoming these challenges based on Islamic ethical principles.
By adopting an interdisciplinary approach, the study seeks to clarify the relationship be-
tween Islamic ethics, audience-oriented communication, and media policy-making, and
to provide a coherent ethical framework for improving the quality and legitimacy of en-
tertainment content in national broadcasting.

Methodology: This study adopts a qualitative-analytical research design with an interdis-
ciplinary orientation that integrates Islamic ethics, media studies, and audience research.
The main research strategy is interpretive analysis aimed at extracting ethical components
relevant to entertainment production within the framework of Islamic moral thought.
Data collection was conducted through both documentary and field methods. In the doc-
umentary phase, a wide range of academic sources—including books, peer-reviewed
journal articles, policy documents, and theoretical texts related to media ethics, entertain-
ment studies, and Islamic audience perspectives—were systematically reviewed. These
materials provided the conceptual foundation and theoretical framework for the analysis.
In the field phase, focus group interviews were employed to gain in-depth insights from
experts. Eight specialists in the fields of religious studies, media studies, and television
program production were purposefully selected based on their academic expertise and
practical experience with the national media. The focus group sessions were conducted
during the summer of 2024 using a semi-structured interview guide designed to explore
ethical challenges, contextual factors, and potential solutions in entertainment produc-
tion. All discussions were recorded, transcribed verbatim, and prepared for analysis.

Data analysis was carried out using a directed content analysis approach. An initial cod-
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ing framework was developed based on key concepts derived from Islamic ethics, such as
human dignity (karamat-i insani), avoidance of frivolity and morally trivializing content
(ijtinab az lahw wa laghti), social responsibility (mas’iliyyat-i ijtimaT), media honesty
(sidaqat-i rasanah’1), and cultural independence (istiqlal-i farhangT). The transcribed data
were coded, categorized into main themes and sub-themes, and interpreted in light of both
empirical findings and Islamic ethical teachings.

To enhance the credibility and trustworthiness of the findings, several validation strate-
gies were applied, including participant feedback, triangulation with theoretical sources,
and transparent documentation of the research process.

Results: The findings indicate that ethical challenges in entertainment production within
the national media are multidimensional and emerge from the interaction of cultural,
structural, economic, and technological factors. One of the most significant challeng-
es is the fundamental tension between tradition and modernity. This tension manifests
in divergent understandings of entertainment, differing rationalities governing content
production, and conflicting views on the role of religion in the public sphere, leading to
ambiguity and inconsistency in media policies.

Another major challenge identified is inadequate audience research. Insufficient under-
standing of audience diversity, generational differences, and ethical sensitivities has re-
sulted in content that does not adequately reflect social realities or respect the moral
expectations of viewers. This gap has contributed to declining public trust and weakened
ethical communication between media institutions and their audiences.

Competitive pressure from new media platforms constitutes a further critical challenge.
The high level of attractiveness, interactivity, and speed associated with digital and trans-
national media has placed the national media under increasing pressure to retain audienc-
es. In some cases, this pressure has led to short-term strategies that compromise ethical
standards in favor of immediate audience appeal.

Economic constraints and financial dependencies were also identified as influential fac-
tors. Limited budgets, resource shortages, and reliance on advertising revenues have af-
fected content priorities and, in certain instances, encouraged the prioritization of com-
mercial considerations over ethical and cultural values.

Finally, structural and managerial inefficiencies—including fragmented policy-making,
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weak research support systems, and unclear supervisory mechanisms—were found to
exacerbate ethical challenges and hinder the implementation of coherent, value-based
strategies in entertainment production.

Discussion and Conclusions: The analysis demonstrates that the ethical challenges
facing entertainment production in the national media cannot be effectively addressed
through technical or managerial solutions alone. Rather, these challenges are deeply root-
ed in value-based and ethical foundations. Consequently, overcoming them requires a
fundamental redefinition of entertainment within the framework of Islamic ethics and
the adoption of an integrative approach that reconciles media attractiveness with moral
responsibility.

The findings suggest that Islamic ethics can serve as a strategic and guiding framework
that both delineates the moral boundaries of entertainment and enables responsible cre-
ativity and innovation. Principles such as respect for human dignity, acknowledgment of
cultural diversity, avoidance of degrading or trivializing representations, and commit-
ment to social responsibility are essential for enhancing the ethical quality and legitimacy
of entertainment content.

Based on these insights, the study recommends that national media institutions develop
clear ethical guidelines, strengthen audience research mechanisms, support indigenous
and value-oriented creativity, enhance organizational flexibility, and reform managerial
and supervisory structures. Aligning audience needs with Islamic ethical requirements
can increase public trust, improve audience satisfaction, and reinforce the role of the
national media in preserving cultural and religious identity.

Ultimately, ethical, audience-centered entertainment production not only contributes to
the sustainability and competitiveness of the national media but also supports its broader
mission of cultural guidance and social cohesion in an increasingly complex media en-
vironment.
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